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BREAKFAST 
IS READY. 


This is 
Shinobu 
Kawakami, 
29 years 


WHEN YOU 
FINISH, PLEASE 
PUT YOUR DISHES 
IN THE SINK. 


YOU AREN'T 
DOING ANYTHING 
AROUND THE HOUSE, 


This 
person, 
the house 


owner, 
is really 

slow in the 
morning. 


‘We aren't 
brothers. 


‘We aren't 
cousins 
or even 
related. 

= we're 
S complete 
strangers. 
Despite 
that, 1¥ 

why are hy, 

we living SS 

together? 


YEAH, I REALLY 
APPRECIATE IT, 


YOU WOULDN'T 
HAVE A PLACE 
TO STAY? 


O-NI-I- 
CHAN. 


For that, 
we need 
to go back 
alittle... 


My brother, 
still in middle 
school, was 
taken in 
by some 
I quit college, relatives. 
started working 
at a factory, 
and lived in its 


dorms. 


But soon after, 
the factory was 
closed down. 
| had only a 
little money 
and nowhere 
to live. 


When 
I couldn’ 
find a new 
job and 
didn't know 
what to do, 


\saw 
Shinobu-san's 
company's 
advertisement. 


My parents 
died in 

an accident 

shortly after 
Lentered 
college 


AROUGH 
SITUATION. 


TLL MAKE 
TEA, TLL DO 
ANYTHING, 
I. CAN USE A 
COMPUTER! 


WHEN 
ILISTENED 
TOHIs STORY, 
IFELT BAD 


FOR HIM. 


PLEASE! 
PLEASE 
LET ME 
WORK 
HERE! 


~-WELL, 
YOURE THE 
MANAGER, 

SO IF YOU'RE 

FINE WITH T.. 
GUESS 

IT'S OKAY. 


ALSO, HIRING 
SOMEONE WHO 
WOULD DO 
ANYTHING 15. 
GOOD RIGHT? 


TO HIRE YOU 
WE NEED A 
CONTRACT, $0 


YOU DON'T 
HAVE A 
PLACE TO 
LIVE, HUH? 


HAVING NO 
ADDRESS |S 
A PROBLEM. 


THEN T 
CANUSE A 
RELATIVE'S 
‘ADORE- 


SO THAVE 
AN OFFER. 


IN MY 
HOUSE, 
YOU WILL 


HANG OUT ae 
WITH ME Sat 
‘ON OUR 
ss DOALL CHAN, 
DAYS OFF, ae 
HOUSE 


CHORES, 


se UNDER 
‘STAND THE 
CHORES 
CONDITION, 
BUT... 


NO MATTER 


HOW MANY 
TIMES T HEAR 


IT, THE 
"ONII-CHAN" 
THING IS 


UNDER THESE 
CONDITIONS, 


TLL LEND YOU 


T ALREADY 
EXPLAINED IT. 


There was nothing 
to worry about, 
so | accepted 

Shinobu-san's offer. 


Not only would 
| get the job, if 
| agreed then rent 
would be free. 


He wants me 
to go out on his 
days off because 
his sick brother 
rarely could, 
I guess...? 


‘Shinobu-san's 
brother died 
of illness 


and apparently 
Hook like him, 


MY BAD, 
CLEAN IT UP. 
FOR ME, 


PLEASE. 


Ie already 
been living 
here for 
amonth. 


tim still not used 

to the housework, 
but things are 
otherwise great. 


recently that 
last condition's 
been bothering | 
me. 
"Don't dig 
too deep into 
Shinobu-san's 
reasons." 
Itis 
annoying 
but | have to 
deal with it. 


To begin 

with, do 

you let a 
live in your stranger 
house, just 

for looking like 

your brother? 


Why is he 
hiding it? 


Should 
Vact like 
I don't 
know...? 


KASHIWABI, 
COULD YOU NOT 
USE PEOPLE'S 

PERSONAL 


SITUATIONS 
AS GREETINGS 


KASHIWABI- 
SAN, PLEASE 
STOP ASKING 
THAT EVERY 
pay. 


1s YOUR 
BUTT STILL 
OKAY? 


This is the 
company's 
President, 
Yoshikazu 
Kashiwabi, 
29 years old. 


~ 
\ 
| 
AT THE OFFICE, 
SHINOBU-GAN 
— 1S THE KIND OF ¢ 
_--\_ MANAGER EvERY- ie 
/ ONE LIKES. S so | dontt 
o think it's 
something 
N for me to 


YEAH... worry about. 


But people 
at the office 
know and they 
all act normal 
around him, 


= (Al a b Q 
ay // 
ff 
/ 
BUT AT 
HOME HE'S: 
COMPLETELY 
USELESS, 
a 
z 7a Eris 
" re 
L 
“—- 


i \ a ia ea 


I'M GONNA 
GO SHOPPING 
FOR A WHILE. 


Maybe I'm 
going too far, 


Maybe I'm 
starting to dig 
too deep. 


Still, L want him 
to drink things 
he actually enjoys. 


SUGAR DO YOU 
USUALLY PUT 
IN THERE? 


WHILE T WAS 
CLEANING 


T'M AN ADULT, 
SOI WAS 
HIDING MY 

SWEET TOOTH, 


05 


( \Awe 


OR ELSE 
IT LOSE MY 


DIGNITY AS 
A MANAGER. 


Why am 
I being 
anuisance 
‘to myself? 


At first 
| was annoyed 
because it felt 
like he was treating 
Now I'm me like a kid. 
starting to 
feel happy 
about it. 


NOW THAT | 
YOU FIGURED ie 


REQUEST FOR 
‘My FAVORITE 
THINGS! 


| feel like his 
demeanor has 
changed since the 
coffee incident. 


I can't 


| explain it, 
\ ? ——— but he 
° = = seems more 
\ open than 
- \ ee before. 
He Haon'r \\\\ 
GIVEN ME | 
ANY. | 
Today requests |S a 
up Z t T 
UNTIL NOW % | 
THOUGH. [Bey W i | 
Spy No 
iW Qy 
f a ale) 
\ Ve i 
\ 4 = 
\ \ 
“Be suddenly he's IN NG y, @ 
acting like KY Al 
an adult and iN ) —Ky wl 
spoiling me. \ ‘) 5 
sal Back then WWAQ 
GARE: he was really a ae 
gentle and XD | i , 
smart. \ 
a | \ YA / 
/ ‘. A 
4 | } \ / 
\ \ 
\ 
The amount 
of physical 
contact has 


also increased. 


Does 
that mean 


|, too, have 
feelings for him? 


It feels like 
Shinobu-san 
is starting to 
like me. 


I've been 
thinking 
about that. 


that's what 
‘hope. 


Shinobu-san 
has been 
coming home 
late from work 
recently. 


It's becoming 

rarer to be able 

to see his face 
at night. 


We spent 
alot of time 
together 
until now, 


I feel 
lonely. 


YOU'VE BEEN 
TURNING BACK 
INTO YOUR OLD 
SELF, HUH? 


Dip You 
NOTICE 60 
QUICKLY? 


ww 


OFF TO THESE 


WHERE HAVE 
YOU BEEN 
WANDERING 


NIGHTS? 


a, 


| rm sure youve ( 
| BEEN HAVING 
| A GOOD LIFE 
SINCE THAT BOY jf 
CAME TO YOUR f 
HOUSE, BUT 


THINGS MUCH 
BETTER THAN 
BEFORE. 


I WONDER IF 
YOU'LL END UP 


JUST WANTED 
ME TO BE 
A NORMAL 
BROTHER. 


‘Shinobu- 
san loved. 


T ALWAYS 
REGRETTED 
TELLING HIM. 


WHEN WE 
FIRST MET 
KANAME-KUN, 
T THOUGHT 


BECAUSE 
I TOLD HIM 
THAT I WAS 

IN LOVE 

WITH HIM. 


T COULDN'T DO 


WITH MAKOTO AS 
‘A BROTHER. 


ge 
ss 
$ 
82 
2 


Why did 
Horget? 


| knew that from 
the beginning. 


"BECAUSE 
YOU LOOK 
LIKE MY 
BROTHER.” 


| VTE ATER 


Everything.. 


They 
aren't 
for me. 


that 
attitude, 


I clearly 
understand 
now. 


as far as he's 
concerned, 
I'm just a 
replacement for 
his brother. 


eee a ; 
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/ 
ISTHS 
| Meawraneak...? 


Im just a 
replacement 
for his 
dead brother. 


TGoT My 
/ HOPES UP IN 

/ AMISUNDER- 
/ ‘STANDING... 


A 
| wearée 
PERSPECTIVE 
| I LOOK LIKE 
| A COMPLETE 
IDIOT, DON'T TP 


Luckily 


Shinobu-san 
hasn't realized 
how | feel yet. 


So if | act normal, 
nothing changes. 


Considering 
Ive only been 


in the shadow 
of his brother-- 


MAKOTO WAS? 


‘Someone 
Shinobu-san 
cares about 
that much. 


' 
ACT NORMAL, 
ACT NORMAL. 
1 
0° 


It would be 


80 tiring 


to always 
act normal. 


DINNER... 
IWANT HM TO 
EAT FRESHLY- 
COOKED FOOD. 


can | act like 
lused to 
around him? 


HE 
Loves WIS 
BROTHER, 


They said 
I can't dig 
too deep about 
the reason, 


that means 
they don't want 

me to know 

something... 


Now that 
| think about it, 
I don't know 
much about 
Shinobu-san, 


I THINK 
TCAN TAKE 
CARE OF 
THIS AND FIX 


He thought he 
could fix it 


I can never 
replace 
his brother... 
can |? 


BUT THEN... 


thave no 
Teason to 
be here. 


because the 
light was 
suddenly 
turned on, 


but! 
can still 
tell that 


his face 
stiffened 
for a second 
when he 
saw me. 


YOU DIDN'T 
EVEN HAVE 
THE LIGHT 
ON, WHAT 
HAPPENED? 


Y-YOU'RE 
STILL 
=| AWAKE?! 


I don't 
know what J 
to do, 


| ..WELCOME 
HOME. 


because | don't 
even pretend to 
be his brother, so 

{'m nothing but 
a stranger. 


YOU MADE ME 
DINNER WITH 
THINGS I LIKE... 


HOW I USED TO 
TALK TO HIM. 


THANK YOU FOI 
EVERYTHING. 


[WHat HAVE 
YOU BEEN 

DOING SO LATE 

EVERY NIGHT? 


BUT NIl-SAN, 
YOU'RE NOT A 
SMOKER, RIGHT? 


NO, THIS IS. 
KASHIWABI'S... 


I DONT 
THINK SO, 
BECAUSE 

KASHIWABI- 

SAN 

DOESN'T 


DID YOU DO 
‘SOMETHING 
LIKE THIS 
WHEN YOU 
WERE 


What a 
scary face. 


YOU DON'T 
NEED TO KNOW 
WHAT T DID 
IN COLLEGE, 


‘wouldn't 
be 
surprised 

qty 
anything. 


YOU'RE 
HIDING 
SPECIFICALLY 


T KNOW YOU'RE 
AN ADULT AND 
NORMALLY THERE 
ARE THINGS T 
DON'T KNOW. 


FOR YOU AND 
IT Gor COLD. 


I KNOW T 
SHOULDN'T ASK 
ANYTHING ABOUT 
YOUR PAST. 


you 
LIKE YOUR 
BROTHER, 


60 I HAVE TO 
GIVE UP AND ACT 
LIKE USUAL, 


BUT I CAN'T 
ACCEPT SOMEONE 
TAKING YOU 
AT THE TIME 
I GET To See 
YOU AT HOME! 


T HATE THIS 
‘SITUATION, 
I FEEL 60 

LONELY. 


BECAUSE 
T LIKE YOU, 


I WANT 
TO STAY 
WITH YOU AS 
MYSELF...! 


LOOK AT YOU? 


How 
he looks 
at me? 


WHAT DOES 
THAT MEAN 
EXACTLY? 


I6N'T IT BECALISE 
T COULDN'T HIDE MY 
FEELINGS FOR YOU 

AND YOU Just 
SENSED IT AND 


I DIDN'T 


PLAN THIS, ‘| | T DON'T care 
/ / \ \ AND I DIDN'T ABOUT THE 
1 \ EXPECT IT TO REASON, AND 
/A\ \ TURN OUT I'M HAPPY TO 
| LIKE THIS. HEAR THAT 
YOU LIKE ME. 


eur 
TM ALSO 
CONFUSED... 


It sounds 
like 
Shinobu-san 
also has 
feelings 
for me...? 


Ve 


I KNOW THAT 
TAM ONLY HERE | | 


BECAUSE T LOOK | | 


LIKE YOUR 
BROTHER. 


I FAILED AS 
A BROTHER 
BECALISE I 
FELL IN LOVE 
WITH HIM, 


T ONLY 
WANT To BE 


ANORMAL 
BROTHER 
THis TIME. 


T'M JUST A 
REPLACEMENT 
FOR YOUR 
BROTHER. 


Shinobu-san 
doesn't see 
measmy = 
own person. 


He keeps me 
here so he can 
have a replica 
of his brother 
around... 


He acts 
like a brother 
towards me, 

and his 

feelings 

is for his 

brother, 


not for me. 


this cannot 
continue. 


Because 
even though 
I like him, 


WHERE WILL 
(ou 


WHERE WILL 
YOU WORK? I can't fight 
against 
his brother's 
influence. 


THERE'S NO 
REASON TO STAY 
IN A PLACE YOU 
PROVIDE FOR ME. 


I WANT 
TO MEET 
YOU AGAIN 
AS KANAME 
SHIMIZU. 


he doesn't 


need to be 
with him. 


I'm fine 
even if 


love me. 


Just want 
to tell him 
that | like him 
as myself, not 
as his brother. 


eae » 
LF MO OuBSNMEENe 
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{ THEN, 
TILL BE 
\ LEAVING. 


YOU DON'T 


WANT TO 
LISTEN TO Me, 


YOU KNOW ME 
VERY WELL. 


YOU LOOK LIKE 
My BROTHER 
BUT YOU HAVE 
A COMPLETELY T 
DIFFERENT 
PERSONALITY. ) 


TWAS 
IN MIDDLE 
SCHOOL, 


‘My MOM 
REMARRIED. 


BUT ALSO. 


HE WANTED 
THE SAME 
BROTHERLY 
RELATIONSHIP 

WE HAD UNTIL 

THEN. 


MY FEELINGS 
FOR MAKOTO 
UNDER THOSE 
CIRCUMSTANCES. 


THAT WAS 
WHEN T RUINED 
MY LIFE. 


oe That 
was 
why you 
became 
naughty 
during 
college, 
‘huh? 


HE WAS NICE 
aBour IT 
BECAUSE HE 
DIDN'T NEED 
TO SEE ME 
APTER THAT. 


THAT IT 
NOTICED HIS 
KINDNESS. 


WHY DID 
T TELL HIM 
THAT I 
LIKED HIM? 


WHY DIDN'T 
I KEEP 
‘MY POSITION 
ASA 
BROTHER...? 


You STILL 
LOVED HIM 
AFTER THAT, 
HUH? 


I’M OVERLY 
PERSISTENT, 
AREN'T I? 


WHEN YOU 
CAME TO THE 
OFFICE, IT 
SHOCKED ME. 


I THOUGHT 
YOU WERE 
‘MAKOTO WHEN 
T SAW YOU. 


IN FACT... 
YOU'RE LOUD 


Even though besos rad 
| look like 
his brother, 


| guess 
its not easy 
to live with 
a stranger. 


HE WASN'T 
GOOD AT 
HOUSEWORK, 


sHE NEVER 
NOTICED 


so 
WHENEVER 
YOU DID 

THOSE 
THINGS, 


T ALWAYS 

THOUGHT, 

"AH, HE ISN'T 
Makoto." 


wohe said 
he likes me? 


I UNDERSTOOD 
YOU'RE A 
STRANGER... 
BUT STILL, 
I could 
SEE MAKOTO 
IN You. 


Iwas 
SCARED 
BECAUSE T 
THOUGHT 


FEELINGS, 


AND YOU 
IGNORED 
ME...? 


$0 T AVOIDED 
MEETING YOU 
AT HOME, 


8 


— 


S 


DON'T SAY 
YOU'RE QUITTING 
OR LEAVING, 


oe 


His voice 
trembles, 


TELL ME 

IF YOU FEEL 

UNCOMFORT- 
ABLE. 


‘sweet actions 
are for me, 
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I WONDER IF 
THERE'S 
SOMETHING IN 
FRONT OF THE 
‘STATION, THERE 
ARE ALOT 
OF PEOPLE. 


, 
" 


PROBABLY 
BECAUSE IT'S 
THE SPRING 
HOLIDAY FOR 


a 


Recently, 
Ie finally 
gotten used to 
all ofthis. 


|, Kaname 
Shimizu, 
started this life 
several months 
ago. 


-— 


Right after 
entering college, 


my parents 
died and | chose THE FACToR, 
to live alone. | Wore Y 
:D 
FOR AND 
IN Le WE Ar wa 
? going well BAN 
\ q\ and didnt ANp KRUpT 
\ Y OH YEAH, know what N | BECAME 
\ AyouNcer as \ HOMELESS, 
\ | BROTHER 
NG (4 WHO'S STILL 
A STUDENT. 7 
SMS f " 
\ »?e 
/ | finally found 
a place to work, 
under Shinobu 
Kawakami 
On top of 
that, get ¢ 
to stay at 
his house / ron 
for free. 


BUT I HAVEN'T 
HAD A CHANCE TO 
MEET HIM AFTER 
WE SEPARATED, 

HE'S AT A RELA- 
TIVE'S HOUSE... 


i. 


WE'RE BROTHERS, 
50 WE PROBABLY 
LOOK SOMEWHAT 
SIMILAR. 


0, DOES 
HE LOOK 
LIKE YOU? 


T KIND OF WANT 
TO MEET HIM, 


HE WAS 
PRETTY CHEEKY 
WHEN WE LIVED 
TOGETHER. 


| was staying 
here as a 
replacement 
for Shinobu-san's 
dead brother, 


AREBEL- 
tious: 
PHASE? 


but he 
started to 
see me as 

my own person 
while living 
together... 


We started 
to have 
feelings 
for each 

other and... 


SHINOBL- 
SAN, YOU'LL 
GET WET! 


PLEASE. 


Now, 
we have 
this kind 

of relation- 
ship... 


is like 
a baby. 


Shinobu- 
san 


He really 
likes to get 
tight hugs 
from me... 


I'm still not 
—| used to this 
= kind of stuff, 
it's embar- 
rassing. 


and I'm 
happier than 
ever before. 


WELCOME 


Outside, 


HE TOLD ME 
HE WAS GOING 
TO WAIT OUTSIDE 
UNTIL WE 
FINISHED WORK. 


BUT, T THOUGHT 
I'S A LITTLE COLD 
TODAY, AND WE 
AREN'T THAT BUSY. 


WELL, IF 
YOU ARE 
OKAY WITH 
THIS... 


AM, NICE 
TO MEET YOU, 
THANK YOU 
FOR ALWAYS 
LOOKING AFTER 

TM MY BROTHER. 
KANAME'S 
BROTHER, 
SUN. 


YOU DON'T 
KNOW THAT 
YET...? 


HIGH SCHOOL 
ARE YOU 
GOING TO? 


DO I NEED 
A SPECIFIC 

REASON TO 
MEET MY 


we 
WON'T MIND 

BECAUSE IT'S 
‘ONIIKCHAN. 


BECAUSE, 
IF I say 


SOMETHING 
TLL BOTHER 


EVERYONE, 
RIGHT? 


YOU REALLY 
DON'T CARE 
ABOUT ME 

AT ALL. 


happened 
to his usual 


cheeky BECAUSE 
attitude...? YOUR 


SEEMS T'M 
BOTHERING 
ONI-CHAN. 


T DIDN'T 
SAY ANYTHING 
LIKE THAT! 


UH, CAN I say 
SOMETHING? 


GOING HOME 
TODAY, JUN? 


WOULD YOU 
STAY IN MY 
House? 


YOU KNOW 
HE'S LIVING 
AT My HOUSE, 


YOU HAVEN'T 
SEEN HIM IN A 
WHILE, RIGHT? 


DON’T YOU 
WANT To Stay 
TOGETHER A 
BIT LONGER? 


but this is 
between us cas fT 
brothers, Y 


Why does 
Shinobu-san 
go so far...? 


‘USUALLY 
YOU'RE 
SURROUNDED 
BY OLDER 
This is PEOPLE. 
embar- 


4 massing, 


WELL, HE'S 
RELIABLE AND 
TAKES CARE 
OF OTHERS 
VERY WELL. 


HE ALWAYS 
SCOLDS ME 
BECALISE I'M 
Messy. 


SHINOBU-SAN, 
WHAT ARE YOU 
GOING TO TELL 


THEY. 
ALREADY. 
LOOK LIKE 
Goon 
FRIENDS... 


"KIND OF WANT 
TO MEET HIM” 


around. 


But he started 
taking care of me 
like this because 
I looked like his 
brother. 


Shinobu-san 
isn't the kind of 
person who flirts 


"DOES HE LOOK 
UKE YOU?" 


ALRIGHT, 
THEN TLL 
GO FIRST. 


your 
BROTHER 

JUST ASKED 

ABOUT YOU, 


IT Seems 
HE REALLY 
LOVES HIS 
ONI-CHAN. 


Jun... never 
‘shows me 
that kind of 
feeling though. 


THAT'S WHAT 
YOU GUYS &\ 50 WE TALKED 
WERE DOING F ABOUT THINGS THE 
WHILE I’M : OTHER DIDN'T KNOW 
WASHING THE ABOUT YOU AND 
DISHES...7! HOW WE'RE BOTH 
f 
Thag. 
mba ts \¥ 
ssingy 
® 
2 FAN 
» \I 
BUT ANYONE _ I\ 
WOULD BE HAPPY Za / 
= TO HEAR ABOUT , 
y THE PERSON THEY | 
wa. LIKE, RIGHT? 
T'VE ONLY © 
) KNOWN YOU 
v 4 RECENTLY, 
$0 IT Just 
ae A\Ny HAPPENED. 


a 118 


I'M NOT 


TRYING TO 
BRING OUT 
‘MAKOTO 
INTO OUR 
CONVERSATIONS 
ANYMORE. 


Right, his 
‘step-brother 
died... 


$0, WHEN 
I SEE YOU AND 
YOUR BROTHER, 


NORMAL 
BROTHERS 
ARE GOOD 
LIKE THIS. 


UNDERSTAND? 


BUT I'M 
DO YOU THINK SHOCKED. 
I'M THE KIND OF 


™~ 


| 


: I'm no 
match 
for him. 


ALRIGHT 
THEN, TM 
HEADING 
HOME. 


THANK YOU 
FOR TAKING 
CARE OF MY 


SEE YOU 
AGAIN, SAY HI 
TO UNCLE 
AND THE 


PLEASE 
COME AGAIN 
ANYTIME. 


AND I HEARD 
YOUR CONVER- 
SATION FROM THE 


WHILE 
WE WERE 
TALKING 

Last 

NIGHT, 


I THOUGHT 
KAWAKAMI-SAN'S: 
NICE BUT HE 
SEEMS KIND OF 
PERSISTENT, SO 
WATCH OUT. 


HONESTLY, T HAVE 
COMPLICATED FEELINGS 
ABOUT IT, BUT T 
BELIEVE IN YOU. 


Well 


it was shocking 
that my brother 
found out about 
my relationship 
with Shinobu- 

san, but. 


"NORMAL BROTHERS a ; 
ARE GOOD LIKE THIS.” ‘I BELIEVE IN YOU.’ 


That's true. 


Right now, 
I'm happy with 
everything. 


OKAY THEN, 
Let's GO 
To WORK. 
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m PS 
Mekakushi Oni (ine AND seek DEMoN) } 


I'm Akira 
Furudate, 
high school 

senior, 


This is 
‘sudden. 


my child- 
hood friend 
(a freshman) 
has pushed fmm 
me down... 


WHAT JUST 
HAPPENED...? 


fice ane) Seek ponons 
SS 


CALM DOWN, 
LET'S MAKE 
THIS CLEAR. 


GOLDEN 
WEEK, 


WHY DIP THIS 
KIND OB: THING 
HAPPENIN THE. 
FIRST PLACE. .:?. 


Itwas the = 
end of April, >. 
cherry blossoms |= 
were gone. — 
Sousuke = 
had this 
serious face 
and said 
something 


tome. 


STILL WANT 
TO 6E WITH ME 
EVEN AFTER 
ENTERING HIGH 
SCHOOL? 


DON'T You 
HAVE ANY 
FRIENDS 
Your AGE? 


We've been 
friends since 
we were very 
young. 


\ 
He's the 
Sousuke is son of some 
bold and has ‘nate 
a formal way 
| putes ana So with 
just a regular that as 
high school ati, 
freshman 
after you get 
to know him 


RELATION- 
SHIPS ARE 
IMPORTANT. 


Also, he's like 
a little brother 
to me since 
he's younger. 


THE ONLY 
PERSON 
I WANT TO D0 
THINGS WITH 
ARE YOU. 


the 
problem 


Sousuke 
doesn't hide 
his feelings 
toward me. 


= But I noticed 
he has special 
feelings for me 


at some point. 


WEVE HAD 
A GOOD 
RELATIONSHIP 
FOR A LONG 
TIME... 


HIS 
EYES ARE 
SAYING 


WHETHER 
YOU WANT 
TOHEARIT 


1 TRY MY You SHOULD 
eer tooo MAKE MORE 
WHEAT FRIENDS, YOU 


SCHOOL, Ms 


THAT KIND 
(OF THING Is 
NORMAL, 


THEY MAKE 
FUN OF ME 
BECAUSE OF IT. 


Even worse is. 
I'm enjoying 
this situation 


But, 


usually 
people like 
‘someone of 
the opposite 
gender, 
| don't ibe 
think don't they’ 
Sousuke 
should 
have 
those 
feelings 
for me. 


I PERSONALLY 
DON'T MIND, eUuT 
WOULDN'T MOST 

PEOPLE PULL AWAY 

FROM SUCH 
FORMAL SPEECH? 


even if it's 
not a normal 
feeling between 


J Sousuke 


is almost 
like my litle 
brother. 


|'m simply 
happy if he 
likes me... 


LUA 


Sousuke 
has a 
situation. |] 


He has to 
take over the 
company in 
the future. 


He can't 
have me. 


Just a 
mo- 
mentary 
delusion. 


| was sure his 
feeling was just 
akind of 
infatuation or 
something. 


ALRIGHT, 


what 
I thought, 
but 


( UNDERSTAND 
| WHY THIS KIND 
\ oF THING 
\ HAPPENED. 


SOUSUKE, 


STOP JOKING! 
TM GOING TO 


GET UPSET 
IF YOU KEEP 
DOING THIS! 


YOU ALREADY 
KNEW HOW 


‘MISUNDER- 
‘STOOD? 


I CANT 
RETURN 


YOUR 
FEELINGS. 


IVE 
PLANNED TO. 
DO THIS SINCE 
TASKED YOU 
TO COME TO 
My HOUSE. 


50 THIS IS 
NOT A PRANK, 
THIS IS EXACTLY 
WHAT T WANT 
70 DO, 


FEELINGS AND 
NOTHING WOULD 


your 
FEELINGS 
AND My 


A 


\<] _itseems 
PTY rejecting him is 


Without 
thinking 
too much, 


a good idea. 


I cant 
return your 
feelings" 


YOU HAVE TO 
ADMIT YOUR 
FEELINGS IN 
THIS SITUATION, 
RIGHT? 


| We CAN'T 
MOVE ON 
| UNTIL 


We BOTH 
ADMIT IT. 


I can't say 
anything, 


SOUSUKE, 
DON'T 


0 THis. 


SOMETHING 
ELSE TO DO 
INSTEAD OF 


TELLING ME 
YOUR TRUE 
FEELINGS 
BECAUSE 
YOU ARE 


RUNNING AWAY 
FROM THEM? 


EVEN 
APTER ALL 
THis TIME, 
YOu STILL 
WANT TO 
PRETEND 
YOU DON'T 
LIKE ME? 


FAKE MY 


FEELINGS. 


I'M YOUNGER 


AN TR 


\ 

=) THAN YOU, SO 

fom YOU MIGHT THINK 
>I\ Wy 1M UNRELIABLE, 


Am | just 
running away 
from my real 
feelings...? 


Am |? 


I ALWAYS 
WANT TO 
BE HONEST 


Junderstand [ 
his hurt. 


| dont doubt 
he shows me his 
honest feelings. 


But what 
about me? 


Ihave to 
admit it 


It's not that 


complicated, 
its simple. 


rrs 
EMBARRASSING 


IF YOU FORMALLY 
ASK LIKE THAT... 


YOU NEED 
TO TAKE 
RESPONSIBILITY 


you 
FLIPPED 
YOuR 
ATTITUDE 
INSTANTLY... 


IT's YOUR 
RESPONSIBILITY, 


Because 
from now on, 
!also want 
to be honest 
with you. 


‘Sousuke 
was honest 
when he said 
he likes me 


BE GENTLE. 


and that 
makes me 
very happy. 
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Imet Akira 
when | was 
in elementary 
school. 


EAOYERARIBA Stoning tance 
Gapping 


| Wh 
One day, 


Hf 


and brought 
Akira with him, 


FURUDATE. | 


NICE TO 
MEET YOU. 


They found out 
my father’s friend 
hasa child 
around my age. 


But my parents 
still worried 
about letting me 
be alone because 
{im still so young. 


so they 
decided 
to introduce us 
to each other 
7 


IN OTHER WORDS, 
THEY HOPE AKIRA 
WOULD BABYSIT ME... 


|was more 
‘mature than 
myage. 


Jalways 
thought 


was already 
avery 
well-disciplined 
child | think. 


That 
time, 


After that, 


IP 8oRNG 10 60 Isom 
SEE MY HIGHSCHOOL lot of time 
IT'S ALRIGHT, ENROLLMENT TEST with Akira, 
IT COULD 8E FACILITY? 
A USEFUL 
KNOWLEDGE 


FOR ME IN THE 


Wel. 


There's IF YOU'RE 
one OKAY WITH IT 
ANYWAY THEN IT’S FINE.. 


AKIRA, reason. 


Is THIS 
THE RIGHT LINE 
TO GET TO OUR 
DESTINATION? 


THINK, 

> IF WE RIDE 

oc S& THIS WELL 

Excuse m ' LEAVE THE 
Im heading to ales . TO IR PREFECTURE... 

%xx High Schoo}, 
Which line do” ~ 
‘need to... " , 


sousuke! 


It's almost 
like | was 
babysitting 
bin. 


lalways 
worried 
about him. 


wrong inet 
easily 
GOING 
ALONG 
wit 
NO SENSE OF OTHERS, 
Tewuing OTHERS, 
ADVENTURE, 1s own 
ALWAYS OPINION, 
PREFERRING 
cog NORMAL. 

But, 
henever 
asked me 
for help. 


POINT OF VIEW, 
THIS IS AKIRA... 


He wants 
tohelp me, 
NO, HE JUST. but he never 
DOESN'T WANT TO. lets he help 
im. 


ASK ME BECAUSE 
1M YOUNGER. 


1S IT JUST 
AGE THAT GIVES 
YOU SO MUCH 


‘STRENGTH? 


THIS STATION'S 
60816, 
DON'T KNOW 
‘MUCH OF IT... 


THAT'S WHY 
THERE ARE SIGNS 
EVERYWHERE... 


agi 


But my hands 
are alimost the 
same size as his. 


I'm still shorter 


than him and | doubt 
my voice is going 
to change soon. 


I'm nota child 
who makes people 
worry forever 


So. 


I fully 
ineer Re WANT AKIRA 
stand S “a TO THINK HE CAN 

r yo" RELY ON ME. 
~ 
what 
Iwant, 
Tm not hoping 
only for him to 
pull my hand, 
{also want to grab 
his hand and | don't, 
want to let go. 
J 
AKIRA PREFERS 
A TO BE NORMAL... 
«BUT THIS IS 
1'M SURE GAY LOVE 15 ‘A PROBLEM. 


700 HEAVY FOR HIM. 


{t's so hard l 
to give upon . 
my feelings. 
aoe 


tim stil a kid 
who can barely take 
care of himselt 


Abt 


SOUSUKE, 
(OUR TRAIN 
IS HERE! 


HE HAS TO 
DEAL WITH IT. 


THIS IS 


THEFIRSTTIME —\ 6 
| WANT SOMETHING 
50 BADLY, 


| 
“tal 
l 
| should | 
give up on 
my feelings 
towand him, 
and 
| shouldn't 
worry about 
any of that. 


NY ; 


se 


Vv, 


I definitely 
don't want him 
to regret it. 


But it 
I take him out 
from being 
"normal, 


Thisis the most 
important mission 
ing whole life. 


NEXT STop Is = 

Nar Stop face! 

OR ON THE’ 

RIGHT SIDE WiLL OP. 

SOUSUKE, 
WE'RE 
AH! 

LET'S TERE 


Ihave to 
do something 
important, 


Ihave 
totell him 
how | feel. 


Ihave decided 
to protect him 
my whole life. 


Ineed 

towait 

alittle 
bit... 


yeah, 


But it's 
not the 
right time 
yet. 


6 It would be nice... 
when at last 
we can wear the 
same uniform. 


ff 


You might 
taugh at me, 
but 


WOULD YOU 
COME TO MY 
HOUSE FOR 

GOLDEN WEEK? 


Ican't do 
anything big 
unless | have a 
reason to. 


After all, 
I'm just 
akid. 


POSTSCRIPT 


T Wore 
apn enyored Hello. 


ig Wook" L'm Kuro Rokuro. 


Thank you for buying 
my second comic 
published ly LYNX! 


TI didn't expect to publish 
my second ook this fast, 
T really appreciate everything 
and am very thankful. 


T feel like I figured out vy own "Moe" 
when I was making "Koi wa..." _ a I'm always 
thinking about 
"Woe" and 
"Boy's Love". 
I remember : 


L used to like 


mature peopl aa 


Sousuke is going +o be about 
3 ceutimeters taller than Akira 
after this, but before that, 
I was planing on making him 
5 centimeters taller. 

3 centimeters isn't a lot, so 
Akira is relieved about that. 


By the way, 
of house do rich 
Is their bedroom in th 
back of the Mouse? 
I don't have much knowledge, 
what T do have comes 
from soap operas. 


"Mekakushi Oni" 
focused on young boys. 
T think it's cute 
when a kid wants 
+o be an adult. 


‘But they kept the same pose 
with Sousuke pushing Akira down 
tne whole time, so that was fanny 


Thanks again, to my manager, business people, 
family, friends, and people who read my stories. 
TL couldn't make this book without your help. 


I truly appreciate i+. 


TI will read everyone's reviews and keep making stories. 


Thank you very much and hope +o see you again! 
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